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TAKE NOTICE! 
Persons receiving this paper, either by 
single copy or for a year, arc informed 
«£hat it is done at the suggestion and ex- 
pense of some friend, and that it will not 
be sent beyond the time ordered. Sin- 
gle copies are sent with a view of solicit- 
ing subscriptions, and all are invited, but 
none will be inveigled. We aim to do a 
straight and honorable business. If you 
like our paper you will take it; if you do 
not like it, that is the end of it. 
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CLOTHES RELIGION. 

We quote liofmv an extrat.1 from an article from 
Klder James A. UhIi, nulilislied in tlie Uormau 
Baptist paper, the (7o,«/W Messenger. The article 
has a triple hea.iiiiR : "The Missionary Work— 
The Men we want — A word to the lambs of the 
told." 

After reading what kind of men "we want for 
the work", "ruco that represent the whole brother- 
hood (like the writer, we suppose,) he goes on to 
describe the men that are not wanted, men that 
would rather not work (like editors, we suppose) 
and men that want pay for "fixing up a thirty min- 
utes sermou in the shade" — he then says : 

"Again, we don't want men to go in dandy 
style, with the sides ot their faces scraped down to 
a fashionable goatee, with mustache, and hair 
shingled up to style, with long prieBtly gowns to 
hide all appearauce ot a brother, it there be any. 
A brother always looks like a brother, a sheep 
like a sheep ; a dove like a dove ; a swine like a 
swine, and a wolf like a wolf, unless be changes 
his dress to deceive. But the sheep will never 
change his clothing W as to look like a wolf and 
scare the lambs out of the fold, in order to have 
tbeni devoured by the wolves." 

Ot courae, we know what it all means without 
going into a critical analysis ot the similitude em- 
ployed. Sheen and doves represent the writer 
and his brethren, and swine and wolves are all 
others. Lambs represent bis younger brethren 
and sisters. Priestly gowns is rather a new term, 
but we suppose it means overcoats and dusters, 
A man that does not trim his hair and beard like 
Elder G ish is not a brother, because he does not 
look like one ; but belongs to the wolves and 
the swine, who are enemies ot the younger members 
in Elder Wish's church. "The sheep will never 
change bis clothing so as to look like a wolf, to 
scare the lambs out ot the told to have them de- 
voured by the wolves." That sounds a little can- 
cabalistic, but it only means that when any 
preacher should come into brother Qisb's ohurch 
that has not on the straight collared coat, and his 
hair properly trimmed, the younger members 
must not take fright and think it is a sheep in 
wolf s clothing, who is seeking their destruction, 
but it is only a wolf, and nothing but a wolf and 
there is no occasion for alarm. Just why a sheep 
in wolfs clothing would be so much more de- 
structive than a veritable wolf would ba, is what 
w« cannot understand, — unless the outside garb 
baa a wonderful transforming power, which we 
suppose Elder Qisb recognise* in all its force and 
bearing ; and whieh won Id make his peculiar doc- 
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trine so consistent throughout, namely— take a 
wolf and put on it that sheep's clothing (the 
straight collar, the long hair, the Dnokard bonnet 
&c.,)then that wolf is no longer a wolfish wolf, nor 
a sheepish wolf, but a veritable in offensive sheep. 
And by parity[of reasoning, if you place a wolf 
ish garment (short hair, mustache, "female hat," 
&C-,) 6_ a sheep (a member of Elder Gish's church) 
it is no longer a shoe:' nor yet a docile wolf, but 
the ivolfs clothing Ilea transformed it (the sheep) 
into a destructive, cannibalistic wolf that first 
transforms the lambs into wolves anil then de- 
vours them, which no doubt to Klder Giah seems 
smi ml doctrine, bti-kiiig at it from the standpoint 
of his uracil. Hut, taking u Gospel view of regen- 
eration, we nut only consider it our duty to teach 
the doctrine o) i lie ch an gt* of the heart and the 
fruits Qt the Spirit uit taught therein, lint w« also 
consider it our duty to denounce that which is 
contrary to the Gospel mid detracts in -any way 
from it- Mussed minion. 

It' the Gospel anywhere taught, that, by making 
the outride clean, the inside would become clean 
also . 1 1 the Gospel anywhere taught that a cbris- 
tion should distinguish himself by dressing in a 
certain garb, and that the wearing of ^l hat garb 
was "letting his light shice," was the "sheep's 
clothing •" "the fruits ot the spirit ;" "the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit ;" "the wedding 
garment ;" the n on -conformity to the world," 
spoken of by the Gospel, we would both endorse 
and teach it with all our power. But we are not 
only convinced that these expressions and figures 
ot speech not only do no t mean* peculiar garb, 
but that to teach that they do, detracts from the 
true meaning and interpretation ot the inspired 
scriptures. The teaching ot error always detracts 
from the .ruth. It is not only time wasted on the 
part ot the teacher, but it is worse than wasted. 
Errors learned must always be unlearued before 
the truth can be accepted, and it is much harder 
for a teacher to root out an error once embraced 
than to implant the truth. A field that is over- 
grown with weeds and briars takes more labor to 
prepare tor the good seed than the .owing of I he 
seed itself, and unless the thorns and weeds are 
rooted out, the sowing ot seed is labor thrown 
away. So the very first thinga teacher of truth 
needs to do is to root out error. The two cannot 
abide together in the same mini at the same time. 
We claim therefore that the time cousumod in 
teaching the clothes religion, taught by Elder 
GUIi's creed, is a great waste of time, dust con- 
sider the amount .ol time that has been consnmed 
in propagating this error. It is worse than wast- 
ed becuuse it takes so much bard labor 1 faith- 
ful teaching, together with all the ahuse and per- 
secutions incident thereto, to disabuse the minds 
of those who have embraced it. 

If the time that has been employed in teachiug 
the error, had been employed in teaching the 
truth how much farther the truth would be ad- 
vanced than it is now. If the same time and en- 
ergy employed by the class to which Elder Gish 
belongs, in establishing a clothes religion, would 
have bueu spent in establishing schools and mis- 
sions, and orphan homes, he would not now see 
his church so utterly lacking in these good works 
and cliugiug with such desperation to this dead 
dogma ot outward formality — a peculiar garb re- 
ligion. It is not only a biake on the wheel of 
progress, but a stumbling block in its way, which 
must either be removed or shoved to one side, be- 
fore it can proceed. The peculiar garb is every- 
thing ; the true 'wedding garment," "sheep's 
clothing," "non-conformity to the world,'' and the 
true "fruits ot the Spirit" and the fruits of Chris- 
tianity generally arenothiug, in the estimation of 
those who believe in this false standard of relig- 
ion. No matter how much of the true spirit ot 
meekness and humility that characterized the 
Lamb of God, a mau may mauitest, if he has uot 
on the peculiar gar!>,\\% is a wolt and must be treat- 
ed accordingly. No matter what the character 
and the magnitude of the work a christian en- 
gages in is; if he visits the sick and ministers to 
their wants, it he contributes to the wants of the 
poor ; if he gives of his substance to establish 
„cli oo Is to promote the cause of Christ ; to estab- 
lish iiiinsions; to translate the Bible into different 
languages and take them to other lands and na- 
tions ; to build asylums tor the orphan, the blind, 
the insane and the mendicant ; it ail goes for 
nothing, because he does not wear the peculiar garb, 
— he has not the marks of a e h ristian, therefore he 
is no Christian he is menlf , he belongs to the 
wolves, and must be despised and treated as oi the 
world, the flesh and the devil. 

No matter either how meekly and humbly he 
bears the crow of Christ, how much ot persecution 
he endures for Christ's sake, no matter how much 
n on -conformed to the world he may be — bow much 
he hates that which is truly sinful — abstains from 
theiust ot the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life — lives separate and apart from sin ; 
abstains from all appearance of evil in hit walk 
and conversation ; and is a living epistle that may 
he seen and read by all men if he does not wear 
the peculiar garb, has not long hair, a straight 


collar coat or a broad rimmed hat, he is a wolf 
and most be hounded down as euoh. 

In like manner this "peculiar garb" is made to 
cover up a multitude ot sins, both ofomission and 
com mi si on, by those who believe in tbis kind of 
religion. They dare to violate the golden rule of 
Christ, and christian courtesy, by going into the 
houses of other denominations to preach their pe- 
culiar doctrine, but ret use their own houses to 
others who wear not the "peculiar. gat b." They 
go on the principle that Others are wakes, and 
while they consider it right to convert a' wolves 
den into a sheep fold, it would be wrong to admit 
a ivoit into a •beep told, lest he might conveit it 
into a wolves o \. Good enough logic it the 
premises were souud — hence the importance ot 
striking a blow at the root of this evil, which is 
•■j't-cnliiir garb" religion. It violate* the princi- 
ple ot common honesty as taught by the Gospel, 
as it drives out and locks and bars the houses 
otheri lit- 1 pcil to build, on the grounds that since 
they will not advocate the "peculiar garb" relig- 
ion, they are wolves and consequently have no right 
to the sheepfold and must be treated accordingly. 

True religion would not judge thus unjustly. 
But it is the invariable and legitimate result of 
building upon a false premise — laying a founda- 
tion uot grounded M Christ ami building upon it 
wood, hay and stubble. 

Kemember -that we have no fault to find with 
this peculiar garb as an artiole of clothing. Neith- 
er do we by any means wish to intimate that all 
who wear the peculiar garb entertain the same 
narrow view with Elder Gish. There are many 
very excellent christians wearing this peculiar 
garb and we highly respect them as christians, 
and their peculiar garb does not detract lrom 
their christiauity where they are personally knowo. 
But we contend that the substituting of tbis garb 
for the fruith andevideuceofa change of heart.and 
makiug it a synonym of the religion ot Christ, and 
from this standpoint buildup a system of religion, 
that is subversive of the true religion ot Christ, 
both in its spirit and practical results, should be 
denounced with every other evil thing. 
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WE DON'T WANT TO BE SUED. 

In taking a public collection in a Canadian 
church, the officer passed a prominent citizen 
without giving him a chance to contribute. The 
injured man sued the officer for damage, and re- 
covered Jive doilars. It is uot ofteu we find peo- 
ple so anxious to contribute for benevolent pur- 
poses that u ret u «nl to accept will cause litigation. 
The judge in this case considered that the officer 
was guilty of offering an insalt. This matter is 
one for serious considetation, autl the more we 
pouder over it, the more we feel the responsibility 
resting upon us as solicitor for Ashland college. 
We would be very sorry indeed if, in our travels, 
we should insult anybody, by not giving them an 
opportunity to contribute to a worthy cause. We 
feel to be more careful in the future than we have 
ever been before about such matters. 

We would not wish to be guilty ol refusing any 
one the opportunity of making an investment that 
would increase bis temporal wealth by a profitable 
percent of gain. Much less would we desire to 
deprive any one from contributing to the Lord's 
cause, which has the promise of both a temporal 
and eternal reward. If we have slighted any one 
in this way, we ask forbearance, and an opportu- 
nity to make amends, before suit is instituted. 

YOU ARE APPOINTED ON A COMMITTEE. 

As you will see by reading tbis article. We 
would like if the Brethreu everywhere won Id in- 
terest themselves in correcting the ministerial list 
for the Brethren's Annual for 1885. We may 
have some names on the list who are not entitled 
to belong there on account of their loyalty to the 
creed of annual meeting minutes. We ask all 
such to notify ns and we will discontinue their 
names. And some have changed their address, 
and others perhaps have gone fishing. There have 
been new ministers placed in tbe field since last 
year and we waut such without fail. 

Now, one thing more I we want matter to fill 
up the pages of our Annual, and its character can 
be best determined by looking over the pages of 
last year's Annual and judging therefrom. Read 
especially what is said in the column headed ''Edi- 
tor's department", on page 39, Finally, we want 
every reader ot the Evanoiust to consider him-, 
self or herself a committee of one to attend to this 
work: 


QUUUI3 AND ANSWERS. 

What is Calvinism and what is Arminianism ? 
And what churches advocate these different doc- 
trines now? .J as. W. 

Calvinism is the system of religions views asso- 
ciated with Calvin. Predestination and irreeieta- 
ble grace are its strongest and distinguishing 
features. The church of Scotland, and the Pres- 
byterian churches of England, America and other 
nations are those which are the strongest in 
creed. Although other denominations are 
what tinctured with Calvinism. 

Armenianism takes its name from the ■ 



of religious views advocated by Armiuius. Ar- 
minianism means free grace. It asserts that God 
bestows forgiveness end eternal life on all who re- 
pent of their sins and believe in Christ. It claims 
that God wills that all men should obtain salva- 
tion, and only because he has from eternity fore- 
seen the belief or unbelief of individuals has he 
from eternity determined the fate of each. This 
is their view of predestination. The Wesley ans, 
United Brethren and denominations of kindred 
views are the strongest adherents to Arminian- 
ism. 

Which is right; ALeluiah or Hallelujah 1 and 
what does it mean • II. K. J. 

They are both right. Tbe former is the Greek ' 
way of writing the latter which is the Hebrew 
form of the word. It is originally a Hebrew word, 
and frequently found in the Psalm. It signifies 
"Praise to God" or "Praise ye the Lord." 

Please explain Matthew 28 : 2, 8? I cannot see 
exactly why the Lord should command obedience 
to the scribes and Pharisees when they were such 
bad men. Yon may lie able to give us some light 
on it, S, E. J. 

It was undoubtedly because he did not desire 
that any discredit should rest on "Moses' seat" — 
that is on the teachings of Moses. That should 
be respected. Now as long as they eat in Moses' 
seat, the Lord would have them respected. Not 
on account of their own virtue or goodness — for 
they had none — but because they were then ad- 
vocating the Law of God, They only sat in Mo- 
ses' seat when they were teaching the law. If 
they taught their own doctrine or tradition they 
did not then sit in Moses' seat. 

This passages can be made very practical for 
us. We should not despise the Gospel even If it 
is taught by unworthy men. The Gospel must be 
respected. And unprincipled men when they 
teach the truth of God should be listened to and 
obeyed. We should not despise the Gospel be- 
cause bad men preach it. Then again, we must 
infer that when this class of men, or indeed any 
class of men, teach that which is not Gospel, we 
must neither heed nor obey them. Just as the 
Scribes and Pharisees were not in "Moses' seat" 
when they were teaching tbe traditions of the 
church, so the modern preacher is not in the seat 
ot Christ when he is teaching the derisions of' an- 
nual meeting or any other law-making body in- 
stead of the Gospel. 

How about John 12 : 38, 39, 40 1? Did God bliud 
the eyes and harden the hearts of the people that 
they should not be saved? Please explain this, 
for no doubt many of your readers would be glad 
to have it cleared up. E. B. 

To those who have preconceived ideas of Cal- 
vinistic predestination, this is strong proof for 
them. This is one of the principal passages they 
quote in favor ot their doctrine. However they 
forget what au insult they throw, in tbe teeth of a 
just and boly God.™ We] cannot see how any one 
can properly respect and worship a God who 
would be so unjust as to punish a creature for that 
which is not hin own fault. If God made a man 
a sinner — if he hardened their hearts so that they 
could not believe,how can an infinitely just God hold 
such an one accountable. No matter what he did, 
he could not be saved, because the Lord had de- 
creed thathe shorld not be. What a conflict there 
is between this view, and the passage i "God de- 
sireth not the death of a sinner, but rather that 
he should turn from his wickedness and live.'' 
Then there is the invitation of the Master, "Come 
unto me, ALL ye that labor andare heavy laden," 
How can they come, if God has hardened their 
hearts ? The ideals absurd. If this were so what 
good would there be iu preaching the Gospel. 
For if the Lord wills that we should bt saved, we 
would be saved no matter what we should do ; 
and on tbe other hand, if we are to be lost, we will 
be lost, whatever effort we may make to be saved. 

Chrysostom says cm ice ruing this passage : "It 
was uot because Isaiah said so, that they did Uot be- 
lieve, Isaiah said this." The Jewish people were 
here referred to. The preaching of Christ only 
hardened their heart*. A commentator referring 
to this passage very aptly says : "Tbis is the result 
and not the object of God's dealing." Read Isaiah 
6:9, 10. There it says Go, and tell this people, 
Hear ye," Ac. — that is, preaching will have the ef- 
fect of hardening the heart. This was the proph- 
cy and eo it turned out to be. 

One of your ministers the other Sunday referred 
to the passage somewhere in Matthew where it ia 
said of the Pharisees, "Ye made the command- 
ment of God of non effect by your tradition," and 
he then said that was the case with, the German 
Baptist decisions of annual meeting. ' Now please 
tell us how this can be the eaae. It it ia so, it ought 
to be proclaimed aloud over, the whole land. 
What we want is truth. f T. E, M. 

The passage referred to it found in Matth 15 : 6. 
ia fact is too true. We cannot enter into this 
tion iaj detail, ae it baa been often explained 
rough our paper. However we will give yon a 
few thoughts on the subject briefly. The founda- 
tion of all the teachings of God is love and justice, 
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